
Teen Dating Violence and Sexual Violence: Information on Responding to Teen Dating 

Violence and Sexual Violence in Schools. Violence and Sexual Violence in Schools. 

By January 2015, school districts and charter schools are required under Title 14 of the 

Delaware Code to establish a policy on responding to Teen Dating Violence and Sexual 

Assault. 

In anticipation of this legislation, the Child Protection Accountability Commission created 

Guidelines for Responding to Teen Dating and Sexual Violence in Delaware Schools, to help 

schools create policy surrounding these issues. 

This presentation was created by the Domestic Violence Coordinating Council to provide 

training on the guidelines. 



Module 2:

•Teen Dating Violence

•Promoting Healthy Relationships



We will now discuss teen dating violence, including what must be reported and the 

protocols for responding. protocols for responding. 
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Although certain schools crimes that could have occurred in the school environment 

require mandatory reports to either law enforcement and/or DFS, teen dating violence, require mandatory reports to either law enforcement and/or DFS, teen dating violence, 

sexual harassment, and threats of harm to self do not require mandatory reports. 
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A mandatory report to police is required for a violent felony in a school environment, 

assault III in a school environment, unlawful sexual contact III in a school environment, and assault III in a school environment, unlawful sexual contact III in a school environment, and 

threats of harm to others. 

A mandatory report to the Division of Family Service Child Abuse and Neglect Line is 

required for abusive sexual behavior against a minor regardless of where the incident 

occurs, or abusive sexual behavior against a student 18 years of age or older in the school 

environment.   
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Any school employee who learns that a student may be a victim of teen dating violence not 

requiring a mandatory report should follow this protocol: requiring a mandatory report should follow this protocol: 

•Separate the victim from the alleged perpetrator. Do not, under any circumstances, meet 

with the victim and alleged perpetrator together. 

•Refer to the school code of conduct based on the behavior but consider additional 

responses, such as providing outside resources to the student.

•Refer the victim to the counselor in the school for services and safety planning. If the 

school does not employ a counselor, the victim should be referred to the principal or head 

of school for safety planning.
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Any counselor in the school who learns from another school employee that a student may 

be a victim of teen dating violence not requiring a mandatory report should follow this be a victim of teen dating violence not requiring a mandatory report should follow this 

protocol: 

•Inform the victim of school and community resources as needed, including their right to 

access advocacy and counseling services, file charges or seek legal protection, such as a 

Protection from Abuse Order.

•Monitor the victim’s safety as needed. Assist the victim with safety planning for the school 

day and for after-school activities, including class scheduling and transportation 

considerations.
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Any school employee who learns that a student may be a victim of teen dating violence 

requiring a mandatory report should follow this protocol: requiring a mandatory report should follow this protocol: 

•Separate the victim from the alleged perpetrator. Do not, under any circumstances, meet 

with the victim and alleged perpetrator together.

•Refer to the school code of conduct based on the behavior but consider additional 

responses, such as providing outside resources to the student. 

The school employee should also report incidents that fall under the mandatory reporting 

obligations to the appropriate police jurisdiction. DFS must also be notified if sexual 

violence occurs in the teen dating relationship. The school resource officer may also be 

notified if applicable.
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Now that we’ve addressed how to report and respond to teen dating violence, let’s talk 

about promoting healthy relationships. about promoting healthy relationships. 
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Section 2(d) of Delaware’s School Teen Dating Violence and Sexual Assault Act addresses 

prevention by including a focus on healthy relationships programming in order to help stop prevention by including a focus on healthy relationships programming in order to help stop 

dating violence before it ever begins. Current Delaware Dept. of Education regulations 

require that schools provide evidence of instruction for interpersonal violence prevention 

programming (1.1.7)

These regulations reflect a shift in national public health efforts from an emphasis on 

disease prevention to one focused on health promotion.  On the national front, the Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention’s Strategic Direction for intimate partner violence calls 

for development, implementation, and evaluation of approaches to foster respectful, non-

violent relationships, as well as other characteristics that constitute a healthy relationship, 

such as shared responsibility, communication and trust
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To support Delaware schools in complying with Delaware Department of Education 

Regulations and the Delaware School Teen Dating Violence and Sexual Assault Act, the Regulations and the Delaware School Teen Dating Violence and Sexual Assault Act, the 

Delaware Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Delaware Department of Education, in 

collaboration with Education Consultants, partnered to create a primary prevention 

"Healthy Relationships" Curricula with units of instruction for grades 6-8 and 9-12.  The 

units are based on the best available science and practice, and utilize a combination of 

evidence-informed and evidence-based practices.  Both units are based on Delaware and 

National Health Education standards, support learning-focused strategies, and are intended 

to be sequential.  
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The Healthy Relationships units of instruction have been created within the framework of 

exemplary models for teachers in design of course curricula. An exemplary model unit has exemplary models for teachers in design of course curricula. An exemplary model unit has 

undergone a rigorous peer review and jurying process to ensure alignment to selected 

Delaware Content Standards.  The Healthy Relationships units are  included among 

Delaware Department of Education’s recommended curriculum for health education and 

are listed as such on the state website.   Units can be accessed via word or PDF, and 

evaluation tools are included with each unit. 
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Both the middle school and high school units of instruction are designed for primary 

prevention of interpersonal violence.  The sequential units share four main conceptual prevention of interpersonal violence.  The sequential units share four main conceptual 

areas of focus:  stereotypes and gender; media messaging; respect and healthy 

relationships; and courageous bystanding. Lessons within each unit contain 

developmentally appropriate content that support the shared concepts.  Within both units, 

students engage in lessons that advocate gender respect, effective communication, and 

promotion of positive health behaviors.  Media influence on cultural values and social 

norms is also explored.  Students are encouraged to define knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, 

and behaviors that support and promote healthy relationships, and to practice setting 

boundaries that show respect for themselves and others.  Finally, students engage in 

activities to facilitate skills that explore their role as courageous bystanders who attempt to 

advocate for a respectful environment where healthy relationships are the norm.

13



Funding for the development of Delaware’s Healthy Relationships Units has come from the 

CDC’s DELTA Program.  Through this funding, the Delaware Coalition Against Domestic CDC’s DELTA Program.  Through this funding, the Delaware Coalition Against Domestic 

Violence and its community partners have developed community-based initiatives that 

compliment and reinforce the key concepts within the high school and middle school 

healthy relationships curricula.  Currently, there are two main projects:  the safe & 

respectful Project which focuses its efforts primarily in New Castle County and the REAL 

Relationships Project which is primarily focused in Kent and Sussex Counties.  Both projects 

are heavily engaged in the use of social media and online resources geared toward tweens 

and teens that reinforce curricula concepts.  Additionally, both projects provide school and 

community presentations and outreach using content derived directly from the units of 

instruction.  Contact information for each project is provided for those interested in 

receiving more information or additional resources.
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In addition to work specifically occurring in Delaware, there are a number of national 

resources available for more information on teen dating violence, healthy relationships, resources available for more information on teen dating violence, healthy relationships, 

and prevention. The science of violence prevention, and particularly intimate partner 

violence prevention, is still emerging.  However, there is a growing number of national, 

state, and local partners committed to uncovering promising approaches that are grounded 

in practitioner and community wisdom.  

We recognize that to truly impact teen dating violence in Delaware, our prevention efforts 

must be comprehensive and span many sectors.  We value your involvement and input in 

supporting our vision of “Safe and Respectful Relationships for All”.
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